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COMMISSIONERS IN ATTENDANCE 

 

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 

Mary Helen Cruz Frank P. Calderon  Krishan Bhalla Aziz Amiri  Natalie Ambrose 

Gloria Duran Mattye Fegan-Perry Sol Fingold Ralph Flores  Nneenah Frazier 

William Givens Zelda Hutcherson Marilyn Fried Irene Griffith  Bianca Langley 

Samuel Park William Jackson Oleeta Igar William Ha  Peter McGrath  

David Siegrist Lonnie McNamee  Barbara Meltzer Hedy L. Harrison Arlene Okamoto 

 Nate Riddick Bernard Weintraub James Polk Marvin Schachter 

 Theresa Rotter  Jung J. Kim  Barbara Sinclair  

 Lavada Theus  Cindy Skovgard  Liz Wong  

 Aida M. Villalobos   Vicente Zapata  
    

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED ABSENCE 
 

 
CSS STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: Brenda Sapp-Pradia, Program Manager; Larry Littleton, Human 
Services Administrator I; Vera Castillo, Legislative Analyst; and Guillermo Medina, Staff Assistant II. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

President Bernard Weintraub called the LACCOA Meeting to order at 10:15 a.m.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
Commissioner Marvin Schachter led the pledge of allegiance. 
 

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 

 Eleanor Brownn  Peter Getzoff Raymond Hall   

  Maurice Weiner   

  Elizabeth Wilson   
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3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The commission approved the agenda as presented. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The commission approved the minutes as presented.  

 
5. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

President Weintraub congratulated the commission for all the accomplishments completed 
during the inaugural year of LACCOA.   
 

6. FINANCE REPORT AND OARD RECAP  
Fiscal Officer, Barbara Sinclair, stated that the Older Americans Recognition Day (OARD) Event 
was held on two days in May. Districts 1, 2, 3, and 5 were held in the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion 
Music Center on May 23, 2011. District 4 was held on May 25, 2011 at the Hall of 
Administration. The total cost for OARD was $13,781.56. Commissioner Sinclair discussed the 
proposed budget allocated for the $47,000 for Fiscal Year 2011-2012. She stated that expenses 
will include next year’s OARD event and publication for three newsletters.  
  

7. STRATEGIC PLAN 
Commissioner Marilyn Fried commended the ad hoc committee for their assistance in 
developing the strategic plan. She stated that the purpose of the strategic plan should be used 
by LACCOA as a guide to reach their goals and objectives.  
 
MOTION: Commissioner Fried entertained the motion to accept the Strategic Plan as presented. 
Commissioner David Siegrist made the motion to accept the motion.  Commissioner Nneenah 
Frazier seconded the motion. The motion was passed. 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
a. Health, Nutrition, and Long-Term Care—Commissioner Irene Griffith stated that the main 

challenge of the committee is to find ways of distributing information that are beneficial to the 
senior community. Commissioner Griffith asked the commission for suggestions and ideas 
that can be used. 
 

b. Housing and Transportation—Commissioner Aida Villalobos stated that there will be two 
‘Seniors on The Move’ workshops. The first workshop is scheduled for June 22, 2011 at 
Casa Maravilla in East Los Angeles. The second workshop is scheduled for June 23, 2011 at 
Ahmanson Center in Exposition Park.  

 
9. DISTRICT LEAD COMMISSIONERS  REPORT 

a. First District—Commissioner David Siegrist reported that District 1 has only five 
commissioners, with includes four vacancies that are board-appointed. Commissioner 
Siegrist stated he has talked to several elected officials regarding the vacancies. 
Commissioner Siegrist also stated he will be attending the next Board of Supervisors meeting 
to directly ask Supervisor Molina that why the vacancies have not been filled. 
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b. Second District—Commissioner Lavada Theus reported that District 2 commissioners met 
with the board deputy to express the concerns of the commissioners. Commissioner Theus 
stated that Supervisor Ridley-Thomas established an Empowerment Council to address the 
concerns of constituents. Commissioner Theus also stated that there no seniors on this 
Council.  Commissioner Theus stated that the next meeting between commissioners and the 
board deputy will be on July 13, 2011. At this meeting, she indicated that she will discuss the 
Empowerment Council and how the commissioners may participate in the council.  

 
c. Third District—Commissioner Sol Fingold stated that he has attempted to schedule a 

meeting with the third district to no avail.  
 

d. Fourth District—Commissioner Cindy Skovgard reported that commissioners from the 4th 
district not only with their deputy but also met with Supervisor Knabe to address the concerns 
and issues that are affecting the senior population, including transportation and budget 
issues.  

 
e. Fifth District—Commissioner Barbara Sinclair reported that the commissioners from the 5th 

district met with their board deputy to discuss their concerns. She also reported that one of 
the goals would be to meet with the board deputy three times a year.   

 
10. INFORMATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Commissioner Marvin Schachter distributed an article regarding the Wall Street Journal being 
acquired by News Corp. Commissioner Schachter also discussed an article written in the Wall 
Street Journal which reported incorrectly that AARP was supporting cuts in Social Security 
funding.  

 
Commissioner James Polk announced that California Attorney General Kamala Harris initiated a 
bill that pertains to big corporations that have committed fraud against taxpayers. 
 
Commissioner David Siegrist stated that there is a computer program named skype that allows a 
live chat with anyone anywhere in the world and that it is easy for seniors to use in order to 
expand their access to communicating with others. 
 
Commissioner Elizabeth Wong announced that the Lotus Festival will take place at Echo Park 
on July 8 and 9, 2011.   
  

11. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING  
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 11, 2011. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT   
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
APPROVED AND FILED: JULY 11, 2011 


